
Nurturing the hearts, minds and 
souls of those who desire to move 

beyond status quo leadership.

Mission
We see the Fleming Foundation engaging and 

enhancing the lives of young men and women 

and helping them advance their educational 

opportunities so in turn they can move 

beyond status quo leadership.

Vision
We believe that when you give great 

minds advanced education, they will not 

only enhance their own lives but, equally 

important, the lives of many others during 

their lifetime.

Purpose
To enhance the educational opportunities of 

young men and women who want to move 

beyond status quo leadership.

Established 2007
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Fleming Family History…

Fleming Family Home

FAITHFamily Values
Responsibility

Dedication
Commitment

Randy & Cathy
…a summer of yesteryear
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Randy & Craig

…one-year-old Randy with 
big brother Craig, age 4.

Grandparents
Lew and Lula Humphrey offered 
spiritual guidance.

Atkinson LIVESTOCK Market
Atkinson, NE

Founded by Ernie Weller
Dean W. Fleming, 

Auction Barn Manager

Randy…pictured with his nieces,
Claire and Jillian.
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Members of the Fleming Family

United in

Dean and Jean, United Methodist Church, Atkinson

Oval OfficeThe
Roger Fleming meets with 
President Richard Nixon and 
White House staff.
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Roger Fleming meets 
with President 
Gerald Ford.

Holt County, Nebraska

Atkinson Home
Fleming Family Home 

1963-1990

From the Sandhills…
…to the CITY
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2009 Hall of Fame Inductee Jean Fleming
Jean Fleming of Atkinson, Nebraska, is a former president of the Auxiliary of the NAA 
and is president of cashiering for the Great Plains Realty and Auction Company. She 
also served the auction profession by serving as the Nebraska Auxiliary President and 
has been an instructor at the Nebraska Auction School.

Ernie Weller Receives Award
Ernie Weller receiving the National Auctioneers 
Association Hall of Fame Award.

Mary Jo Butts 
(left) recognizing 

Jean Fleming 
with the NAA 

Hall of Fame 
Auxiliary Award.

Second from right is the late Ernie Weller, 
a mentor to Dean W. Fleming.

1971 Hall of Fame Inductee 
Dean Fleming
Dean Fleming, left, receiving his NAA 
Hall of Fame plaque in 1971 at the NAA 
convention, Louisville, Kentucky.

Ground Breaking
Dean Fleming (in red blazer) giving 

ground breaking speech on new NAA 
Facility in Overland Park, Kansas.



AUCTION
REST ROOMS ON SITE

DOUGLAS COUNTY & CITY OF OMAHA

– ABSOLUTE – ANNUAL –CARS * SQUADS * VANS * PICKUPS * DUMP TRUCKS * SNOW PLOWS * CHIPPER * SPREADERS 

CONCESSIONS ON SITE     

CITY OF OMAHA
VEHICLES

C
DOUGLAS 
COUNTY
NEBRASKA

D

SATURDAY, AUGUST 19, 2006 • 9:00 A.M.

SOUTH OF WEST MAPLE ROAD ON 156TH STREET, OMAHA, NE (County Maintenance Yard)

Auctioneer’s Note: THIS WILL BE ANOTHER SUPER AUCTION - WITH A SELECTION. Please bring your pickups and trailers as everything needs to be removed auction day.                                                         

11 – SQUADS & CARS – 11

DOUGLAS COUNTY VEHICLES
C

DOUGLAS 
COUNTY
NEBRASKA

D

C
DOUGLAS 
COUNTY
NEBRASKA

D

AUCTIONBI-ANNUALGiga
ntic

505 South Street

Lincoln, Nebraska
LOCATED OFF I-80:  Take 9th Street Exit to “O” Street, Then

20 Blocks South to South Street, Then Five Blocks West at the

L.P.S. Distribution Center.  Located Just South of Gooch’s Mill.

Lincoln Public Schools

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 25 • 9:00 A.M.

13 Vehicles 13 Buses
1987 Ward w/Inter-

national 7.3 Litre,

175,322 Miles,

LPS #8727

1990 Thomas w/

International 360

DTA, 143,687

Miles, LPS #9085

1990 Thomas w/International 360 DTA, 164,733

Miles, LPS #9086

1992 Thomas w/International 360 DTA, 165,690

Miles, LPS #9241
1991 Ford E350 Van, 98,793

Miles, LPS #9194

1991 Ford E350 Van, 109,217

Miles, LPS #9195

1991 Ford E350 Van, 91,212

Miles, LPS #9196

1991 Ford E350 Van, 96,869

Miles, LPS #9197

1991 Ford E350 Van, 85,850

Miles, LPS #9198

1991 Ford E350 Van, 140,048

Miles, LPS #9199

1988 GMC S-15 Pickup, 37,366

Miles, LPS #8899

1990 GMC 1/2 Ton Pickup,

86,689 Miles, LPS #9001

1990 GMC 1/2 Ton Pickup,

61,322 Miles, LPS #9002

1990 GMC 1/2 Ton Ex Cab

Flatbed, 45,146 Miles, LPS

#9008
1991 Ford Aerostar Mini Van,

50,422 Miles, LPS #9119

1995 Ford F350 4 Door Utility,

110,302 Miles, LPS #9539

Pickup

Accessories
1 - 2004 Ford 8’ Pickup Box

3 - 2004 or 2005 Ford Tail-

gates
3 - 2004 or 2005 Ford Rear

Bumpers

1991 GMC 3/4 Ton Pickup w/

Liftgate, 83,206 Miles, LPS

#9180

Furniture/Cabinets/

Chairs/Tables

Rolling File Cabinets

Oak Student Desks

File Cabinets

Stackable Chairs

Wood And Metal 13”

Chairs
Oak Teacher’s Desk

Many Sewing Ma-

chines From Vari-

ous Manufacturers

Office/Audiovisual/

Computers/Electronics

Kodak Carousel Slide

Holder

Adding Machines

A/V Carts With Pneu-

matic Tires

Various Size A/V CartsElectrical/Industrial/HVAC

Electrical/Industrial/HVAC

Aluminum Scaffolding Stow/Western Con-

crete Mixer, 6 Cu-

bic Footer, 7 H.P.,

  4 Cycle, Briggs &

Stratton

Toro Snow Blowers,

Electric Start,

  5 H.P., CCR2000E

Cordless
Drills

Athletic

Equipment

Exercise Bike

Portable Basketball Hoop

Hurdles
Used Softballs

Basketball Jerseys

www.auctionbill.com
Dale E. Standley, CAI,

AARE - Auctioneer

GREAT PLAINS REALTY-AUCTION CO.

Dean Fleming, CAI

Founder, 1951-1994

NAA Hall of Fame

Iowa State Alumni

Landis Borchers

President Farm &

Ranch Auctions

Teg Karr
Clerk

AUCTION CONDUCTED BY

Harold Woolen
Ringman
1983-1996

Donald Groesser, CAI

Auctioneer, President

Real Estate Auctions

Jim Wittstruck

Auctioneer, President

Antique Auctions

Harold Shurtleff

Professional
Ringman

Randy Fleming, CAI, CEO

President

Car & Truck Auctions

Doane College Alumni &

Certificate From UNO in

Real Estate & Land Use

Economics

Jean Fleming

Cashier, Past President

NAA Auxiliary

Your Mid-America Auctioneers Since 1964. (402) 210-4885 (Cell)

Walter "Hank" Kessler

Ringman

Music
Items

Risers

Miscellaneous

Portable Stage

Klopp Coin Counter/Sorter

Custodial/

Lawn Care

McCullough Blowers,

  Air Stream II

Auctioneer’s Note: This will be another huge auction of merchandise that has

been declared surplus by the Lincoln Public Schools. If you are looking for good

pre-owned vehicles and equipment, you will want to attend this auction.  Every-

thing sells to the highest bidder with no minimums and no reserves.

Lincoln Public Schools
505 South Street

Lincoln, Nebraska

Echo Weed

Eaters,
SRM2501

Vehicle Open House

Friday, September 24th • 3:00 P.M. to 5:30 P.M.

Cashier:  William Gude

Auctioneers:  William “Bill” Frohner, Mary Bohac

Concession Wagon on Premise

Vehicles and Buses Sell at 9:00 A.M.

Cashiers:  Diana Kowalski, Dixie Dunn

Clerk:  Kay York, Neal McPheron

Harold Woolen
Ringman

1983-1996

GP Hall of Fame

Dee Wittstruck

Personal Property

Appraiser

Dean Fleming, CAI

Founder, 1951-1994

NAA Hall of Fame

Iowa State Alumni

GP Hall of Fame

Jean Fleming

Cashier, Past President

NAA Auxiliary

GP Hall of Fame

Landis Borchers

President Farm &

Ranch Auctions

GP Hall of Fame

25 – CARS – VANS – PICKUPS – 25

#028008 1990 Chevy Caprice Classic SW 80,226 

Miles
#028009 1994 Olds Cutlass 95,850 Miles

#028010 1995 Chevy Corsica 128,515 Miles

#028011 1988 Chevy 4x4 K30 PU Diesel 116,183 

Miles
#028012 1990 Chevy Astro Sports Van 163,074 

Miles
#028013 1991 Ford Aerostar Van 151,787 Miles

1997 Ford Expedition 

2001 Ford Taurus

4 – 1988-1993 SQUADS – 4

#50215 1988 Ford E350 101,442 Miles

#50272 1988 Ford E350 61,607 Miles

#50179 1993 Ford E350 150,770 Miles

#50172 1992 Ford F350 90,101 Miles

5 – 1992-1993 FORD TAURUS – 5

#3197 1993 Ford Taurus 101,285 Miles

#3154 1992 Ford Taurus 104,521 Miles

#3183 1993 Ford Taurus 44,638 Miles

#3191 1993 Ford Taurus 99,681 Miles

#3194 1993 Ford Taurus 129,190 Miles

#3763 1999 
Mercury Sable 

104,281 Miles

#50182 1994 

Chevy Cavalier 

140,361 Miles

Terms: Cash or check with one form of photo I.D. to get Bidder Num-

ber. Everything is sold “As Is, Where Is” with no warranties or guar-

antees by the seller or the auction company. 10% Buyer Premium 

applies to all purchases.

Removal: Everything should be removed auction day. City of Omaha, 

Douglas County and Great Plains Realty-Auction are not responsible 

for any lost or stolen items. seller reserves the right to add or remove 

any item at any time.

5 – 2001-2002 CROWN VIC’S – 5

#028001 1984 Ford 12-Pass Was Z-5 82,836 

Miles
#028002 1994 Plymouth Acclaim 73,342 Miles

#028003 1992 Dodge Spirit 129,772 Miles

#028004 1994 Plymouth Acclaim 4 Dr 89,951 

Miles
#028005 1994 Plymouth Acclaim 4 Dr 91,018 

Miles
#028006 1991 Chevy Caprice S/W 134,193 Miles

#028007 1995 Ford E150 Club wagon 116,256 

Miles

#028014 2001 Ford Crown Victoria 4 Dr 117,196 

Miles
#028015 2002 Ford Crown Victoria 4 Dr 179,326 

Miles
#028016 2002 Ford Crown Victoria 4 Dr 157,828 

Miles

#028017 2002 Ford Crown Victoria 4 Dr 177,578 

Miles
#028018 2000 Ford Crown Victoria 4 Dr 115,532 

Miles

4 – PICKUPS – 4

#028019 1987 Chevy S10 Pickup-Papio 135,805 

Miles
#028101 1997 GMC K2500 4x4 Truck-Gas 88,056 

Miles
1998 Chevy Silverado Country

#028102 1999 Ford F150 4x4 Pavement 114,675 

Miles
#028103 1997 Ford F-350 Crew Cab-Gas 89,879 

Miles
1997 Chevy Silverado Pickup

6 – 1992-1995 DUMP TRUCKS – 6

#028104 1995 Int. 4900 4x2 Dump Truck 73,407 

Miles
#028105 1995 Int. 4900 4x2 Dump Truck 89,733 

Miles
#028106 1995 Ford LN8000 Dump Truck 43,620 

Miles

#028107 1992 Int. 6x4 Tandem Dump Truck 78,347 

Miles
#028108 1995 Ford LN8000 Dump Truck 54,477 

Miles
#028109 1994 Int. 4x2 Single Dump Truck 80,675 

Miles

CHIPPER & SPREADERS

#028110 1993 Wood Chuck Tree Chipper 1,394

#028111 1996 Swenson EV100 Spreader

#028112 1996 Monroe V-Box Spreader H-64

#028113 1996 Monroe V-Box Spreader H-66

3 – 1997 WESTERN SNOW PLOWS – 3

#028114 1997 Western Plow Mtd. H-29

#028115 1997 Western Plow Mtd. H-38

#028116 1997 Western Plow Mtd. H-40 

2 RINGS

2 RINGS

VEHICLES SELL AT 12:00 NOON

www.gprealtyauction.com

Auctions

505 South StreetLincoln, Nebraska

505 South StreetLincoln, Nebraska

AUCTION

GREAT PLAINS REALTY-AUCTION CO.
Dean Fleming, CAIFounder, 1951-1994NAA Hall of Fame Landis BorchersPresident Farm &

Ranch Auctions
Teg Karr
Clerk

SALE CONDUCTED BY Dale E. Stanley - CAI-AARE

GREAT PLAINSREALTY-AUCTION CO.BOX 410 • SPRINGFIELD, NE 68059Your Mid-America Auctioneers(402) 253-2847 OR (402) 210-4885

TERMS: Cash or check with one form of photo I.D. to get Bidder Number.

Everything is sold “As Is, Where Is” with no warranties or guarantees by the

seller or the auction company.REMOVAL: Everything should be removed auction day. Lincoln
Public Schools and Great Plains Realty-Auction are not respon-
sible for any lost or stolen items. Gates will be open auction
day until 5:00 P.M. and Sunday from noon to 3:00 P.M. Any items
not picked up by 7:00 a.m., Monday, June 28, will become LPS
property unless previously arranged.

GREAT PLAINS REALTY-AUCTION CO.Your Mid-America Auctioneers

PUBLICATION PRINTING • WATERLOO, NEBRASKA 68069 • (402) 779-4696
Harold Woolen

Ringman
1983-1996

Donald Groesser, CAIAuctioneer, PresidentReal Estate Auctions
Your Mid-America Auctioneers (402) 253-2847 Evenings or (402) 210-4885 Cell

Jim WittstruckAuctioneer, PresidentAntique Auctions

AUCTION
Lincoln Public Schools

SATURDAY, JUNE 26th, 20049:00 A.M.

LOCATED OFF I-80: Take 9th Street Exit to “O” Street, Then
20 Blocks South to South Street, Then Five Blocks West at the
L.P.S. Distribution Center. Located Just South of Gooch’s Mill.

Harold Shurtleff
Professional

Ringman

Randy Fleming, CAI, CEOPresident Car &
Truck Auctions

Jean FlemingCashier, Past PresidentNAA Auxiliary

Letter must
state:

Payment is
guaranteed

Valid for at
least 30 days
after auction
date

Signature of
Bank Official

SAMPLE LETTER OF GUARANTEE
Great Plains Auction Co.Attn: Randy Fleming, CAIBox 410

Springfield, NE 68059

This letter is for Mr. John Doe. He or she presently
has an account with our bank and our bank will
guarantee any checks written by Mr. or Mrs. Doe on
this bank up to $_____________ (please statemaximum dollar amount), and payable to Great
Plains Auction Co. This guarantee is good for a
period of 30 days after the date of this auction which
is to be conducted by Great Plains Auction Co. on
(Date of Auction).

Signature
Bank Loan Official/President or Vice President
Please hand deliver this Bank Letter of Guarantee to
the auction cashier on the day of the auction. Please
do not mail this letter to our office.

www.auctionbill.comDale Strehle, Lincoln Public Schools Inventory Manag erCASHIER: William GudeAUCTIONEER: William "Bill" Frohnerconcession wagon on premise   402-436-1012 Call between 7:00 A.M. and 3:00 P.M.

(402) 210-4885

May 6, 2002

Randy Fleming
P.O. Box 410
Springfield NE 68059-0410
Dear Randy:

Thank you for your gift of $6,160.00 to the Lincoln Public
Schools Foundation.  Your gift is providing the margin ofexcellence for the student in the public schools throughout ourcity.

Dedicated professionals in Lincoln Public Schools are preparingstudents to meet the challenges of an increasingly sophisticatedand competitive world. Your involvement through the Foundationsupports innovative programs, creative opportunities andimaginative approaches that enrich the curriculum and inspirestudents and staff. Additionally, your gifts help expand communityinvolvement in public education.  Your contribution will providefunding to the Landis & the late Ruth E. Borchers Scholarship.
On behalf of the students and staff who benefit from your

partnership with the Foundation, I want to extend my deepestthanks.

We appreciate your generosity.

Sincerely,
Barbara M. Bartle
Executive Director

P.S. By investing in the work of the
Foundation, you are investing in your
future . . . our children. Thank you.

Auctioneer’s Note:  This will beanother fantastic auction with afantastic selection of school re-lated equipment…from kitchen,computers, shop, musical, ath-letic and custodial. This will be anauction you will want to attend.Please bring a friend and enjoy afun day at the auction. This willdefinitely be an auction worthtraveling a distance to attend.Quality and selection is superb.Concessions on premises. Lin-coln Public Schools reserves theright to add or delete items.

Gigantic
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Hank Kessler

Dean Fleming, CAI, NAA, taking bids at a Holt County farm auction.

Nebraska Auction School, owned by Dean 
and Craig Fleming, and run by Randy Fleming, 
Director of Education (graduating class 
picture).

Randy Fleming takes bids at a Nebraska Auto Salvage Pool, 
owned by Dixie and the late George Dunn.

The Fleming Family has a long auction history…spanning two generations!



Fleming Family Foundation Biographies

Craig A. Fleming PRESIDENT
Craig A. Fleming, a published author has been the 
CEO/President of 9 separate companies over his 40 
year career and currently is the CEO/President of 
ServiceQuest Inc. he is formally Chairman/CEO and 
President of Media Arts Group, Inc., beginning  in 
1996, and responsible for building the largest art-
based publishing company in the world around 
Artist Thomas Kinkade. Media Arts Group was the 
first such company to ever be listed on the New 
York Stock Exchange. From 1996 through 2001 the 

Company revenues grew from $47m to $350m, while the retail presence of 
Thomas Kinkade grew from 900 to 5,000 retail locations worldwide, with 
just over 800 employees under Mr. Fleming’s leadership. During those five 
years, the brand name of Thomas Kinkade became the most recognized 
living artist in the world. Craig and his wife Kelly reside in Orlando, Florida. 
Craig attended Doane University in Crete, Nebraska. Dawn Fleming, the 
oldest daughter, graduated from Rollins College in Orlando with her MBA 
in Business in 2010. Erin Fleming, attended the University of Florida in 
Gainesville where she was the starting libero for the nationally ranked 
Florida Gators volleyball team. Son Evan currently resides in Los Angeles, 
California and is involved in software implementation for the retail 
industry.

Dean W. Fleming CAI, NAA
Dean Fleming’s list of former positions held includes: 
Secretary-Treasurer of The Weller Foundation; Real 
Estate Broker, Auctioneer, Appraiser and Insurance 
Agent; President of Fleming Realty & Auction 
Co., offices in Atkinson and O’Neill; Graduate of 
Dinsdale High School, Dinsdale, Iowa; Graduate 
of Iowa State College with BS in Farm Operations; 
Graduate of Certified Auctioneer’s Institute, 
Indiana University; Licensed Real Estate Broker and 
Appraiser in Nebraska since 1952; Member and past 
President Nebraska Auctioneers Association; Member and past President 
National Auctioneers Association, with 23 years of service on the Board of 
Directors; Past President National Auctioneers Foundation; President West 
Holt Medical Services Foundation; Member of the “Hall of Fame” of the 
National Auctioneers Association. The Fleming Family own and operate 
Nebraska Auction School, Lincoln, Nebraska. Dean was married to Phyllis 
Jean Fleming and has three children: Craig, Randy and Cathy.

Roger Fleming
Roger Fleming was born and reared on a livestock 
farm in Iowa. He graduated from Iowa State College 
in 1938 with a degree in agricultural economics. 
Mr. Fleming worked briefly for the Cooperative 
Extension Service prior to commencing work as 
head of the research department of the Iowa Farm 
Bureau Federation in 1938. Prior to volunteering 
for service in the U.S. Navy in 1943, he directed 
the Iowa Farm Bureau’s legislative activities for 
four years. He was commissioned an officer in the 

Supply Corps and served two and one-half years, 18 months of which 
were aboard a Destroyer Escort in the Pacific. While in the service, he was 
selected as Secretary of the Iowa Farm Bureau Federation. After his return 
to civilian responsibilities in 1946, he served in that position until 1948 
when he became head of the Washington, D.C., office of the American 
Farm Bureau Federation (AFBF). In 1949, Mr. Fleming was given the added 
responsibilities of AFBF secretary-treasurer. He served in that capacity until 
January, 1976, a period of 25 years. His name first appeared in “Who’s 
Who in America” in the 1954-1955 edition, when he was 39. He began his 
duties as Executive Vice President and General Manager of the Farm Family 
Insurance Companies in February, 1976. Mr. Fleming and his wife, Jeanne, 
have a married daughter.

Cathy Ann Mitchell BOARD MEMBER
Cathy Fleming graduated from Nebraska Wesleyan in 
1983 with a Bachelor of Science degree in Sociology/
Social Work. She received her Master’s Degree in 
Social Work from the University of Texas. She is 
married to her husband Larry, and they have two 
children, Claire and Jillian. She is a member of PEO, 
and her husband Larry is a chaplain.

Randy L. Fleming CAI, NAA, CHAIRMAN
Randy Fleming is a Life Member of Liberty Lodge 
300 in Lincoln, Tangier Shrine and Scottish Rite in 
Omaha. He has served as Executive Director of Fund 
Development for the United Methodist Men in the 
Nebraska Conference since 2006. He sits on the 
Springfield Community Foundation Board and served 
on the Springfield City Council for four years. Randy 
is President and CEO of Great Plains Realty-Auction 
Co. (a Nebraska-based corporation) and is a graduate 
of the Superior School of Auctioneering in Decatur, 
Illinois, and the Certified Auctioneers Institute of Bloomington, Indiana. 
He graduated from Doane College in 1980 with a degree in Business 
Administration. Randy earned a Real Estate Certificate in Real Estate and 
Land Use Economics from UNO, and a Nebraska Real Estate Brokers License. 
Church Activities Include:
	 •	Vice	President,	United	Methodist	Foundation,	Nashville,	TN,	1999-2000
	 •	Delivered	Sermons	every	other	month,	Silvercrest	Assisted	Living	Center, 
  1998-2004
	 •	Lay	Delegate	to	Annual	Conference,	1997-2004
	 •	Certified	Lay	Speaker,	1995
	 •	Co-organizer,	St.	Luke	Senior	Life	Enhancement	Center,	1998-1999
	 •	Vice	President,	South	Central	Jurisdictional	United	Methodist	Men, 
  1992-1994
	 •	Nebraska	Conference	President,	United	Methodist	Men,	1988-1990
	 •	John	Wesley	Fellow,	1995
	 •	Life	Member,	United	Methodist	Men,	1992
	 •	Life	Member,	United	Methodist	Scouters,	1998
	 •	James	E.	West	Donor,	1999
	 •	Director,	United	Methodist	Men	100	Club,	1995-present
Established the following endowments with the Nebraska United 
Methodist Foundation:
	 •	Dean,	Jean	&	Randy	Fleming	Endowment	Scholarship	Fund
	 •	Dr.	Vernon	&	Alice	Goff,	Humphrey	and	Fleming	Endowment	Fund
Established an endowment fund which donated $100,000 to the Lincoln 
Public Schools Foundation

Phyllis Jean Fleming TREASURER
Phyllis Fleming was born and raised in Atkinson, 
Nebraska. She graduated at the top of her class. Jean 
married Dean W. Fleming and raised three children, 
Craig, Cathy and Randy. She spent 43 years in the 
auction profession with her late husband. She is a 
member of the Atkinson United Methodist Church. 
She sits on the Weller Foundation Board in Atkinson 
and belongs to the PEO and United Methodist 
Women. She has been a member of the Order of 
the Eastern Star 186 in Atkinson for 51 years and the 
past ten years acted as its treasurer. She was inducted into the National 
Auctioneers Association Auxiliary Hall of Fame in 2009.

Ernie Weller Mentor of Dean W. Fleming
E.C. “Ernie” Weller attended a Kansas City auctioneer 
school and became an auctioneer at age 19. A 
pioneer in the establishment of interior livestock 
markets or auction sale barns, Mr. Weller learned the 
trade from the late Ray Burdick at Ord in 1918 during 
the beginning of the livestock auction business. He 
was one of the original 16 members of the Interior 
Livestock Market Association. Mr. Weller was the 
founder of the Atkinson Livestock Market. In 1983, 
Ernie and his wife Francis established the 5 million 
dollar Weller Foundation.

Law Firm:  Mattson Rickets - Reg Kuhn - 33° Master Mason, 
     JL. Spray - 33° Master Mason

Accountants:  Grafton & Associates - Tom Grafton, CPA

Little Jimmy Dickens and 
Randy Fleming awaiting 

plane in Nashville, TN 
talking about Masonry & 

Shrine Hospitals



ScHolArSHIp
recIpIeNTS
2010 Patty Gerdes Norris  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2011 Patty Gerdes Norris  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1,000
2012 Doug Gahn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1,000
2012 Dana Slaymaker  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1,000
2013 Anne Gahn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1,000
2013 Marcus Osborne  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $350
2013 Lauren Rudolph  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2013 Shaely Thiele  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $350
2013 Shelby Weber .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $350
2014 Michael Ryan Evans  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2014 Anne C . Gahn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2014 Andy Gilg  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2015 Rebecca Barger .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $250
2015 Michael Ryan Evans  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2015 Anne C . Gahn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2015 Katelyn Hilger  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2015 Aaron Johnson .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $350
2015 Jeffrey Judge  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $350
2015 Tyler Kaufman  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2015 Nick Kaufmann  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2015 Kayla M . Mangrich .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2015 Jonathan Poarch  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2015 Lindsey Woita  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $350
2016 Marcee Binder  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2016 Blake Butterfield  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $350
2016 Michael Ryan Evans  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2016 Lindsey Garber  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2016 Katelyn Renea Hilger  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2016 Kassidy Jelinek  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $350
2016 Haley Martin  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $350
2016 Jessica Mohnsen .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $350
2016 Chris Smith  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $400
2016 Ben Smith  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $400
2016 Christa Wentworth  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $350
2017 Miranda Bendig  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2017 Megan Bilstein .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2017 Marcee Binder  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2017 Sidney Braun  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2017 Preston Dickau  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2017 Katelyn Renea Hilger  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2017 Jake Judge  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2017 Nick Kaufmann  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2017 Emma Laible  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2017 Anna Meyer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2017 Seth Miller  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2017 Breydin Mlady  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2017 Theo Stenha .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2017 Perry Winer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2018 Madeline Baugous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2018 Marcee Binder  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2018 Dawson Borer  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2018 Caitlin Butterfield  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2018 Brea Hastert  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2018 Nick Kaufmann  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2018 Bailey Kraus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2018 Talon Mathis  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2018 Madisyn Steinkraus .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2018 Payton Williams  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2019 Casey Coburn  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2019 Kooper Jelinek .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2019 Jazmyne Neal  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2019 Ben Thiele  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2019 Carlie Wetzel  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
2019 Merrick Deger  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1,000
2019 Karissa Heckens  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2019 Cameron Miller  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
2020 Cameron Miller  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $600
2020 Karissa Heckens  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $600
2020 Rebecca Borgman  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $600
2020 Danielle Rouse .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $600
2020 Shayla Jordan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $600
2020 Karin Deger  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .$1,000

ToTal awarded $30,500

We’re Happy 
to Help!

The Fleming Family Foundation gives back to the community…

coMMUNITY BUIlDer



Thank
You!
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Congratulations 
to all Recipients!

Lindsey Jelinek

Jocely Hamilton

Ellie Burkinsaw

Mykenzie Daugherty

Hannah Brotsky

Lily Fischer

Courtney Poessnecker

Jaegher Ogden

Garrison Hansen



Donor MeMbership AMount
* Randy Fleming  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Life Member  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $133,900
* Joe Meehan  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Life Member  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $137,901
William & Bernadette Frohner  .  .  .  .  . Life Member  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,078
Roger & Maxine Brink  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Life Member  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,000
Jean Fleming  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Life Member  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,000
Don & Wilma Baugous  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Life Member  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,000
Donna Standley  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Life Member  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $1,000
Leah Kleager  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Founding Member  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $700
Rachel Hays  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Founding Member  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
Citizens State Bank  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Founding Member  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
Mike Denger  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $500
Camp Fontanelle  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Builder .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $475
Michael Gerst  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $400 
Kristina R . Hamilton  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Builder .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $300
Unknown  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Builder .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $300
Cathy Mitchell  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $200
Reynolds .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $150
Connie Everett  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $100
Gregory & Rita McClure  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $100
Hank Kessler  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $100 
Cheryl Gotshall  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $50

ToTal donaTions Given  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $281,254
* Denotes multiple gifts beyond $1,000
Lifetime Member – Donations of $1,000 and above .
Founding Member – Donations of more than $500 .
Builder – Donations of more than $250 .

coNTrIBUTIoNS TowArDS 
FFF ScHolArSHIp FUND Thank

You!

L-R: Randy Fleming receiving a donation from Joe Meehan.

Reg Kuhn presenting 
$127K donation on 
behalf of the Joe F. 
Meehan Estate to 
Randy Fleming - Board 
Chairman, for Fleming 
Flamily Foundation.

Joe D. Meehan, 92, of Lincoln passed away February 20, 2018. Born July 29, 1925 

in Lincoln, NE to John Charles and Alyce May Meehan. His grandparents were 

Fred Richard and Lou Lincoln of Omaha, and Francis and Jonathan Meehan. Joe 

attended Huntington Grade School and Jackson High School with a few moves in 

between, moving to Havelock in 1930, then to U Street and back to 3161 N. 40th St. 

Then he moved to Havelock, 6118 Kearney St. then to 65th and Ballard St., back to 

3161 N. 40th St., and finally 3117 N. 39th St. 

Joe lived with his grandparents where he did chores, milked goats and attended 

school graduating in the 9th grade. He went to North East a short time and had a 

job setting pins at Lincoln Bowling Alley making $3.00 a week. Joe started a 

school garden in 1936 and has had a garden until this day. He went to work at the 

Lincoln Diary for Jake and Harry Breslow where he drove his dad’s 1932 Chevy, 

then his 1937 Mack pickup truck. He bought a 1927 Chevy for $17.50 and sold the 

tires for $125.00. He also raised chickens and hogs until he was 18 in 1943. 

That November he was drafted into the Army at Fort Crook Omaha, then went to 

Fort Leavenworth, then to Aberdeen Proving Grounds Maryland for basic, then to 

Co K Automotive School in Aberdeen, then to Camp Pickette, VA for six weeks 

for combat training with a stopover at RP Hill. Then back to Aberdeen, then home 

for 14 days, then to Camp Beale, California, then to Fort Lawton, WA. Later, he 

was sent to 13th Replacement Dept., then to Fort Kam, then to Black Point. On 

February29, 1946, Joe was on his way home, then off to Camp Stoneman, CA, 

ending in Fort Logan, CO after being discharged  on March 13, 1946. 

Joe returned home on March 26, 1946 and joined the VFW 1450 and the 

American Legion. He went overseas on the USS Grant and came home on the USS 

Talladega APA 208. 

Later, he went to work at Cushman Motor Works. Soon after they went on strike, 

Joe quit and went on 52-20 Club. He went back to Cushman for almost a year, 

selling used cars and motorcycles until 1970. He owned a motorcycle shop and 

sold new German motorcycles. 

He then went to work at Army Reserves on N. 33rd St. In between he also bought 

properties, owning over eight houses and fifty-two pieces of property in 1951. He 

went to work at the Post Office in 1955 until March 4, 1975 where he was put on 

disability and retired.  He started the WWII Library and Museum in 1978. He did 

over 250 WWII programs for over two million people in over 250 newspapers, 

over 30 times on TV interviews all over 50 states and 52 foreign countries. Ten 

years in seven different theatres all over the country. 

Family members include his daughter Francis Reddnick; grandchildren Shane, 

Destiny, Victoria, and Amanda; sisters, Betty Gustomski and Shirley (Keith) 

Hatfield; brother, Robert Meehan; sister-in-law, Lisha Meehan; and his significant 

other Rose McCown and her children Norma Shullaw and Karen MaCdonald. 

In Loving Memory 

Joe D. Meehan 
Funeral Service 

11:00  a.m. Wednesday, February 28, 2018 

Roper and Sons Chapel 

4300 O Street 

Lincoln, Nebraska 

Officiating, Pastor Kerry O’Bryant 
 

Music 

Amazing Grace 

Old Rugged Cross 

How Great Thou Art 

Pianist, Wilma Reiner Sundeen 
 

Pallbearers 

Randy Fleming, Greg McClure, Jerry Meehan,  

Bill Frohner, Garvin Meehan 
 

Honorary Pallbearers 

North Star Lodge 227, Members of the Scottish Rite and Sesostris 

Shrine, DAV Chapter 7, VFW Post 9776,  

American Legion Post 294 
 

Memorials 

Joe Meehan United Methodist Men's 100 Club Scholarship Fund or 

CHI Hospice 
 

Military Honors 

Nebraska Military Honor Guard 
 

Interment 

2:00 p.m. Wednesday, February 28, 2018 

Omaha National Cemetery 

Omaha, Nebraska 
 

Please join the family for a reception  

immediately following the service, prior to the burial. 

Joe F. Meehan 
32nd Degree Master Mason, American Patriot - 
John Wesley 5,000 Club Member, Established Joe 
Meehan United Methodist Mens 10,000 - 100 Club 
Scholarship Endowment Fund - Boy Scout

Joe was a member of and since: American Legion Post 3 
(1946), VFW Post 1450 (1946), North Star #227 Mason 

Lodge (1953), Micro-Midget Racing Club (1953), American 
Motorcycle Association (1954), Lincoln Drifters Motorcycle 

Club (1954), Lincoln Consistory Scottish Rite (1955), 
Sesostris Temple Shrine (1956), Old Crab Patrol Boy Scout 

(1960), Charter Member Legion of Honor (1965), DAV 
Chapter 7 and Rats Chapter 7 (1970), Charter Member 

WWII Memorial (1997), and 40/8 Post # (2002).  
 Joe’s family would like to give a special thanks to the following 

people and organizations for the love and care they gave Joe.  
CHI Hospice Krishelle Steele, RN, Robin, CAN, Denise, Social Worker, Dave, Chaplain 

 
Holmes Lake Manor Staff 

Nursing Staff; Melinda, Pinky, Reggie, Robert, Jen, Sharon and Wendy. 
 CNA’s; Laruen, Lori,  Magal, Tammy, Monica H, Eric, Ben, Jennifer, Monica M. Social Worker; Joy 

 
Special friends of Joes who  have him lots of love in the days  leading up to his passing. Peggy Wilson, Shelly Needham,  Rayla Thompson, Ines Moyer 

 

Celebrating the Life of 
Joe D. Meehan July 29, 1925 - February 20, 2018 



 There were 10 eastern Nebraska organizations that 
divided nearly $900,000 in estate funds from Lincoln 
native Joe Meehan during a luncheon at the Scottish 
Rite Masonic Center in downtown Lincoln.

 The 92-year-old Meehan, who died in February 2018, 
spent nearly three years in the U.S. Army during the 
1940s. He founded the WWII Library and Museum near 
Greenwood. Meehan was a 60-year member of the 
Masons. He was a master mason at North Star Lodge 
No. 227 and traveled to numerous Shrine conventions 
throughout the country.

 Meehan’s 891,811.55 estate funds were divided among 
the following organizations:

 $127,401.65 - Fleming Family Foundation in Springfield; 
Foundation for Lincoln Public Schools; Lincoln Scottish 
Rite Preservation Foundation; Masonic-Eastern Star 
home for Children in Fremont; North Star Lodge No. 227 
in Lincoln; Sesostris Shrine Transportation Fund of Roca.

 $38,220.50 - American Legion Post No. 294 in Hallam; 
Disabled American Veterans Auxiliary from Lincoln; 
Veterans of Foreign Wars in Lincoln.

 $12,740.15 - Disabled American Veterans from Lincoln.

 “This day will go down in history for our Fleming 
Family Foundation, not just because this is our largest 
donation, but it comes from a U.S. Army veteran, just like 
my father,” Fleming Family Foundation chairman Randy 
Fleming said. “This money will help shape the hearts and 
souls of young men and women pursing degrees that will 
help mold and shape the United States of America with 
scholarship dollars.”

FleMING FAMIlY FoUNDATIoN receIVeS 
lArGeST DoNATIoN

“This day will go down in history for 
our Fleming Family Foundation…”

–  R A N D Y  F L E M I N G 
FLEMING FAMILY FOUNDATION CHAIRMAN



Joe Meehan was born July 29th, 1925, to 
John Charles and Alyce May Meehan at 3161 
N. 40th Street, University Place, Lincoln, NE. 
His grandparents were Fred Richard and Lou 
Lincoln of Omaha, and Francis and Jonathan 
Meehan. He went to Huntington Grade School 
and Jackson High School with a few moves in 
between, moving to Havelock in 1930, then to 
U Street, then to T Street, and back to 3161 N. 
40th Street. Then he moved to Havelock, 6118 
Kearney Street, then to 65th and Ballard Street, 
back to 3161 N. 40th Street, and finally 3117 N.  
39th Street.

Joe lived with his grandparents where he did chores, milked goats, 
and attended Huntington Grade School and Jackson High School, and 
graduated in the 9th grade. He went to North East a short time and had 
a job setting pins at Lincoln Bowling Alley making $3.00 a week. Joe 
started a school garden in 1936 and has had a garden until this day. He 
went to work at the Lincoln Dairy for Jake and Harry Breslow where he 
drove his dad’s 1932 Chevy, then his 1937 Mack pickup truck. He bought 
a 1927 Chevy for $17.50 and sold the tires for $125.00. He also raised 
chickens and hogs until he was 18 in 1943. 

That November he was drafted into the Army at Fort Crook Omaha; 

then went to Fort Leavenworth; then to Aberdeen Proving Grounds 
Maryland for basic; then to Co K Automotive School in Aberdeen; then 
to Camp Pickette VA for six weeks for combat training with a stopover at 
RP Hill. Then back to Aberdeen; then home for 14 days; then to Camp 
Beale California; then to Fort Lawton, WA. Later, he was sent to 13th 
Replacement Dept., then to Fort Kam; then to Black Point. February 29, 
1946, Joe was on his way home, then off to Camp Stoneman, California. 
Ending in Fort Logan, CO, after being discharged March 13, 1946.

Joe returned home on March 26, 1946, and joined the VFW 1450 
and the American Legion. He went overseas on the USS Grant and 
came home on the USS Talladega APA 208.

Later, he went to work at Cushman Motor Works. Soon after they 
went on strike. Joe quit and went on 52-20 Club. He went back to 
Cushman for almost a year, selling used cars and motorcycles until 1970. 
He owned a motorcycle shop and sold new German motorcycles. 

He then went to work at Army Reserve on N. 33rd Street. In between 
he also bought properties, owning over eight houses and fifty-two pieces 
of property in 1951. He went to work at the Post Office in 1955 until 
March 4th, 1975, where he was put on disability, and started the WWII 
Library and Museum in 1978. He did over 250 WWII programs for 
over two million people in over 250 newspapers over 30 times on TV 
interviews all over 50 states and 52 foreign countries. Ten years in seven 
different theatres all over the country. 

Joe Meehan
ScholarShip Fund

World War II Veteran - Master Mason for 60 Years  
and Member of Sesostris Shrine Legion of Honor

Joe Meehan - Branson, MO. One of ten parades  he did in Branson - 16 blocks long

Joe Meehan & students from Springfield, NE,  
visiting the Museum

LaVay Parrish, Joe Meehan, and Rose McCown

Joe Meehan at the front desk of his WWII  

Museum in Greenwood, NE

Joe Meehan - Charter Member  

Legion of Honor - Over 60 years  

Sesostris Member - Lincoln, NE

Joe with new WWII Museum sign 
 that lights up I-80 & 420 Exit

Joe Meehan, 1943, in Aberdeen,  
MD, serving in the Army

Staff Sergeant Meehan  
- US Army in 1944

Joe Meehan in 1944 at the Royal 

Hawaiian Hotel serving in the US Army

Joe Meehan
32nd Degree Master 
Mason and Master 

Sargent, WW II



Joe Meehan
ScholarShip Fund

North Star #227 Mason Lodge (1953)
Lincoln Consistory Scottish Rite (1955)

Sesostris Temple Shrine (1956)
American Motorcycle Association (1954)
Lincoln Drifters Motorcycle Club (1954)

Micro-Midget Racing Club (1953)
Mail Handlers Union President

Smithsonian Institution
American Legion Post 3 (1946)

40/8 Post # (2002)

VFW Post 1450 (1946)
DAV Chapter 7 (1970)

Rats Chapter 7
Old Crab Patrol Boy Scout (1960)

Charter Member Legion of Honor (1965)
Charter Member WWII Memorial (1997)

Navy State of NE Admiral
A friend of Bill Lemon (Lemon Bros)

A friend of Henry Lamar Hunt Billionaire
Banker Robert Bob Fricke, Ashland, NE

Commitments and Organizations
Boy Scout (1938-1940)

Roberta Copeland, owner Hop Theatre, Branson, MO
Boxcar Willie and many other celebrities in  

Branson, MO, and Nashville, TN
Gardening (1936-Current)

Fishing
Collecting WWII memorabilia

WWII Museum (Had to sell due to health problems) 
(1992-2012)

congratulationS 
2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019 Scholarship recipients

— Joe F. Meehan —
A man among men, a man with a mission. An American patriot. A man with 

a purpose. A man always moving beyond status quo. A visionary–deep thinker–

historian–A true American who fought for our Freedom. Red, white, and blue 

ran through his blood and soul for ninety-two years. When Joe asked you to get 

something done he not only meant it, he had expectations that you would get it 

done right and just like he told you. He would send me on mission trips to the VA 

to request medals he thought he had earned but never received. We even made trips 

to Senator Deb Fischer’s office to talk to General Roger Lempke to help assist us in  

his mission.
Joe said some people thought he was cheap but he told me he was just thrifty! Joe 

realized a lot of success in his life and over the past couple years he has been returning 

that success in form of scholarships to young men and women. Joe received great joy 

and pleasure in handing those students their checks and then sharing his life stories with 

them. There has been other 501 (C) organizations, some who are here today that Joe has 

shared his success with over the last couple of years as well.

Joe loved people, but even more than his love for people, he loved Rose for thirty 

years. Rose, on occasion, had to put her foot down and when she did Joe knew that he 

needed to walk that line a little tighter. Joe, being Irishman, wasn’t afraid of celebrating 

with a libation or two, but always in moderation.
He was a proud Mason and Shriner. He and Rose traveled all over the United States 

attending Shriner conventions and his real accomplishment was when he could get 

young children help at Shriner hospitals. He helped more than one child get the free 

medical care they needed through the Shriners.
Joe was always humble, and the professional and caring staff at Holmes Lake all 

appreciated and loved Joe. I know I really appreciated their love and compassion.

I would visit Joe weekly in the nursing home and it wasn’t just 10 or 15 minutes, it 

was always three to five hours. I always blocked out half a day when I visited him as we 

always had plenty to do and discuss and we always had time for lunch or dinner. At the 

end he had one last request for me to handle and when the mission was accomplished he 

shook my hand five times and said we got everything done he wanted done.

I want to thank CHI Hospice – Krishell Steele RN and Robin who saw Joe on a 

regular basis for seven months. A special thanks to Peg Wilson, Shelly Needham, Rayla 

Thompson, and Inez Moyer for their countless hours they spent around the clock giving 

Joe love and compassion as he began his journey to Heaven.

Joe, rest in peace my brother, your spirit will live forever in many people’s hearts  

and souls.

Randy Fleming


